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a political channel. There are such men in all parts of India, but especially, perhaps, in Bengal. One effect of the influence of these sham supporters of the Hindu religion has been to induce thoughtless, fanatical, and half-trained youths to associate their religion with particular forms of violence and sedition, which are really altogether inconsistent with its true teaching.
I do not think that this Hindu revival constitutes any menace to the success of missionary work. I believe that the influence of Christianity is growing in a most remarkable manner. There is opportunity now such as never existed before. There is a toleration, nay, rather a welcoming of Christian teaching which is without precedent. For there is a desire for religion growing up amongst all classes which makes -them ready to listen to any religious teacher whose life and character commend Ms teaching. With this unexampled opportunity there is the unprecedented urgency to which I have referred. I think that this opportunity exists as much among the higher and more educated as among the depressed and ignorant classes.
There has been some talk of dropping the educated and turning exclusively to the lower orders., because the former have refused the call. I have no sympathy with this view. Some of the best Indian Christians whom I have known have been educated in our colleges, and have belonged to the learned professions; and, whether as laymen or as mission agents, they have exercised a far more powerful influence in supporting and spreading the Church of Christ among their fellowr-countrymen than other Indian Christians have been able to do. Let us by all means have the gospel preached to the poor; but let us also aim at securing for the Church the learning and influence of the best class of Indians. In our enthusiasm for'the salvation of blind beggars, let us not overlook the possibility of enlisting a St. Paul.
I believe that the outlook of Christianity in India was never so favourable as it is at present, and I feel that the evangelisation of its peoples is assured if the Church in the West and the Church in India are found alive to their responsibility and faithful to their duty.